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SANDY HITS HOME

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS

TOP An amusement park is still standing on the beach at Wildwood, N.J. after Hurricane Sandy blew through the area. RIGHT The
Battery Park underpass in Manhattan, N.Y. was completely flooded by a torrential rain and storm surge. BOTTOM The hurricane caused
houses in Beach Haven, N.J., to be washed off their foundations. Most of the New Jersey coastline experienced similar devastation.

Effects of storm ripple from homes through JMU student community
By DYLAN GARNER and
MOLLI FERRARELLO
The Breeze

While Hurricane Sandy narrowly
missed the Harrisonburg area, students
from northern states such as Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York are
feeling the effects of the storm through
their families and friends.
Chelsea Tholen, a senior history
major, has sisters in Manhattan and
Brooklyn, parents in Northern and
Central New Jersey and other family in
Long Island.
With so many family members in
high-risk areas, Tholen was unsettled
while other students hoped for a day off
on Monday.
“I was worried about my mom.”
Tholen said. “She was alone in her

house and we live in a heavily wooded area.”
Tholen said that she was unable to
contact her father until 5 p.m. Tuesday
due to power outages. Both her mother
and her father are stuck in their homes
because of fallen trees across their
properties.
Tholen’s sister was faced a similar
crisis farther up the coast, living near
the crane that fell apart at the top of a
skyscraper in Manhattan.
“She heard the snap of the crane, and
had to be evacuated,” Tholen said. “Her
fiancé described the crane as looking
like a kid swinging back and forth on
a swing set.”
Kaitlyn Paonessa, a sophomore
international affairs major, said that
her family in Bedminster, N.J. has had
no power since the beginning of the

storm, and it is expected to continue
for up to 10 days.
She echoed the reports of damage
throughout the Northeast, saying there
were trees down everywhere around
her hometown. The power outages,
fallen trees and general damage have
made emergency errands difficult.
“My sister tried to get gas and there
were lines everywhere. When she got
to the pump they ran out of gas. Nothing is open,” she said.
She said that in the nearby town of
Mendham, N.J., a couple had just gotten back to their house when a tree
snapped and fell, killing them in their
car. This incident makes up two of the
estimated 50 deaths due to Sandy.
Scott Hill, a junior public relations

Students rave in reaction to canceled classes

see SANDY, page 4

Harrisonburg escapes any major damage
By BRADFORD AMBROSE
The Breeze

PHOTOS BY CHRIS VELAZQUEZ / THE BREEZE

Students gathered Sunday night in the Village basketball courts after the university announced
classes were canceled. Around 200 students celebrated by dancing and cheering.
By IJ CHAN and ALISON PARKER
The Breeze

Harrisonburg escaped the worst
impacts of Hurricane Sandy.
Harrisonburg received less than 1.5
inches of rainfall from Sandy, According
to the National Weather Service.
The first factor was the intensity and
movement of the rain bands from Sandy.
Most of the Shenandoah Valley did experience rainfall totals ranging from 2 to
more than 6 inches. The highest wind
gusts in our part of the Valley ranged
from 35 to 40 mph.
Toward Winchester in the northern
Valley, residents observed more than 10
inches of rain from Sandy.
During Sandy, the air in the higher elevations like Wintergreen had a difficult
time mixing in with the air in the lower
elevations, resulting in lower wind gusts
for Harrisonburg.
Wind gust of 72 mph were recorded at
Wintergreen Resort. Wintergreen Resort
sits at an elevation of more than 3,600
feet. Harrisonburg on the other hand, sits

at just under 1,500 feet.
Harrisonburg did see some snow
showers Tuesday morning, but there
were no accumulations. A blizzard
warning was issued for Rockingham
County and for numerous counties in
West Virginia. Accumulations were seen
in elevations of higher than 2,000 feet.
In the highest elevations, 2 to 3 feet of
snow fell.
Catastrophic flooding was seen
throughout the mid-Atlantic and Northeast. One of the highest rain totals from
Superstorm Sandy was observed in
Easton, Md., located on the eastern shore
which saw more than a foot of rain.
During the height of the storm, more
than eight million people were in the
dark throughout the mid-Atlantic and
Northeast. Wednesday, these areas began
cleaning up from this multi-record breaking storm.
Cleanup efforts will likely take weeks
for residents in the hardest-hit areas.
CONTACT Bradford Ambrose
at breezevideo1@gmail.com.

One question many students asked over
the past few days is who makes the final call
when classes are canceled.
It’s President Jon Alger, according to Don
Egle, university spokesman.
But it’s not just Alger’s decision — Egle
said a committee involving different departments, including facilities management and
JMU public safety, decide whether classes
should canceled due to inclement weather
or for any other reason.
The group will look at weather forecasts
or any other circumstances presented to
them. Based off that information, administrators may make a recommendation to
the president on whether JMU should close.
Students received an email Sunday night
saying classes were canceled Monday. Upon
receiving the email, students gathered in
different places on campus — the Quad, the
Carrier Library, the Village and Showker to
celebrate.
Video footage of all three gatherings
was uploaded onto Youtube and showed
see REACT, page 4
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IF YOU WERE BORN TODAY:
Financial gain is likely this year,
especially until next June, when an
educational opportunity may tempt.
The winter solstice heralds a spiritual
awakening. Three out of six eclipses this
coming year are in your sign.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
You’re quite
attractive now.
Love hits when you least expect
it. You can travel easily now.
Keep your objective clear.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)
Be patient with a
loved one who’s
hard to understand. Continue
generating income. Celebrate
later with delicious treats.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You find just the
right antique for
the job. Let them speak their
minds. Heed romantic urges for
friends.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)
Use the emotional
undercurrent to
feed your art. Romance is as
close as your own backyard.
Learning with friends is best.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Good news comes
from far away.
A loved one provides valuable
information. You look good. Dig
deeper into your soul.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)
Make a highly
motivated promise.
Pick up a nice gift for a loved
one ... it’s a good time to express
your feelings.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Friends act as
mediators. Discover
the treasure you’ve been
seeking. Don’t spend the money
before you get it.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)
You’re stuck on
someone, big time.
Your intuition is right on. Play
the ace you’ve been holding.
Contemplate your future.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)
Romance burst
onto the scene.
Accept constructive criticism,
and reaffirm a commitment. A
female helps organize.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Listen carefully.
Despite temporary
confusion, there’s a happy
ending. You can afford it now.
Listen to your friends.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Your work’s
impressive and
is building your reputation. A
partner offers excellent support
now so take a much-needed
break. Love strikes someone at
work for a lovely moment.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
There’s more work
coming in, and
everything falls into place.
Gather and store important
papers. Friends help you make
a connection ... the more the
merrier.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 That-funny link
6 Assistance
9 Tread heavily
14 Name in
cosmetics
15 Droid, e.g.
16 Sine or secant
17 “All Summer
Long” singers
19 Name of two
presidents
20 Foot the bill for
21 Egyptian
underworld
boss?
22 Ibsen classic
24 Steep-sided
valley
28 Available without
an Rx
29 Electron home
30 Paraphernalia
33 Tough watchdog
38 Early
Shakespearean
tragedy
41 Process start
42 Not e’en once
43 “Sure!”
44 Wire service
abbr.
46 Fairlady
automaker
48 New England
order
54 Imposed
55 Bothersome type
60 Visibly stunned
61 Wire fasteners,
and a hint to this
puzzle’s circled
letters
62 Indian yogurt dip
63 Rhyming boxer
64 Tag line?
65 __ & Bacon:
textbook
publisher
66 Favorite
67 “Fun, Fun, Fun”
ride for the 17Across
DOWN
1 Friday on the air
2 On a steamer,
say
3 Getz of jazz
4 Get romantic, in a
way

11/1/12

By David Poole

5 Imam Khomeini
International
Airport locale
6 Speed skater __
Anton Ohno
7 Pastoral poem
8 Marx’s “__
Kapital”
9 Oscar’s place
10 Fireside chat
medium
11 Hokkaido seaport
12 Actress Rogers et
al.
13 Western party
18 Barrio food store
21 München-toWien heading
23 “The Maltese
Falcon” actor
24 Stinkers
25 Working away
26 Swing __
27 “Hand me a bat!”
31 Film composer
Morricone
32 Country Time
suffix
34 Tartan
wraparound
35 Works on a cake
36 “Fantasia” hippo’s
wear

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

Tuesday’s puzzle solved

(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

37 Professional org.
39 Kitchen utensil
40 Tough row to
hoe
45 High deg.
47 Hot-blooded
48 One of
California’s
Santas
49 Sanctioned
50 Prove useful
51 Teary-eyed

11/1/12

52 Pequod sinker
53 Payment option
56 Short range
57 Credit card name
with a red arc
over it
58 One who gets
what’s coming
59 Business sign
abbr.
61 Uniform item,
perhaps

Nation & World
Residents
crawl out
from
Sandy’s
devastation
Los Angeles Times

Download our
mobile app at
breezejmu.org.

Friday

Dylan Garner Email breezecopy@gmail.com
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MISSION
The Breeze, the student-run newspaper
of James Madison University, serves
student, faculty and staff readership by
reporting news involving the campus
and local community. The Breeze strives
to be impartial and fair in its reporting
and firmly believes in First Amendment
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday
mornings, The Breeze is distributed
throughout James Madison University
and the local Harrisonburg community.
Comments and complaints should be
addressed to Torie Foster, editor.

Today

New Yorkers took
their first tentative steps
Wednesday to regain their
lives in the stressful aftermath of super storm Sandy
despite continuing power
outages, a snarled transportation system and the
shock of floods and fire.
But in parts of New
Jersey, across the Hudson River, the new day
revealed the extent of devastation. Serious flooding
inundated the area around
Hoboken, where emergency evacuations continued.
Along the Jersey Shore
and barrier islands, crown
jewels of the state’s important tourist injury, entire
neighborhoods were
crushed, flooded and
swamped with mountains
of sand.
P re s i d e n t B a ra c k
Obama, off the campaign
trail for the third day to
deal with storm-related
issues, will tour the devastated areas with New

Jersey Gov. Chris Christie.
While a wide swath of
the nation assessed the
damage as emergency
supplies and crews poured
into hard-hit areas, the
storm once known as Hurricane Sandy continued
to weaken in Pennsylvania with “no discernible
surface circulation,” the
National Weather Service
reported.
Sandy has become a
trough of low pressure,
but strong winds were
still possible over the
Great Lakes and parts of
the Northeast and there
remained a danger of
more flooding, the weather service said.
In the wake of the
cyclonic system created
by the merger of Sandy,
a western storm and cold
Canadian air, at least 55
deaths were reported in
the United States.
Property damage was
estimated in the billions of
dollars, and with the loss
of productivity from the
millions of workers who
stayed home, the tab could
hit as much as $50 billion,
according to some insurance estimates. More than
8 million customers lost
power during the storm
and efforts to bring everyone back on line were
proceeding — but slowly
in some places.

Power from
poultry poop
Capital News Services

PETERSBURG, W.Va. —
A new heat recovery system
for poultry litter may hold
some promise for energy
cost control for Maryland
farmers _ and may even reap
environmental benefits.
In a nutshell, the heat
recovery system in use at
Cottage Hill Farm takes
the heat the litter generates while composting and
transfers it into the chicken houses, reducing the
amount of propane normally used to warm the barns.
“People look at litter like
a villain, and rightly so,” said
Triea Systems Inc. owner
Jim O’Brien. “What we do
is turn it into a hero. If you
can use this instead of using
propane, to do what you
were once doing for 70 percent less than you were once
doing it, then that stuff’s a
hero.”
Poultry litter, rich in
nutrients like nitrogen and
phosphorous, when applied
in amounts greater than the
crop and land can absorb, is
one of the leading causes of
algal blooms in the Chesapeake Bay. The algae absorb
oxygen and sunlight, creating hypoxic “dead” zones.

Debate over tax
break for wind
energy

Neither side
honors Syria
cease-fire

McClatchy Newspapers

McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — The wind
energy industry is at a crossroads, rapidly shedding jobs
and preparing for bigger layoffs
if Republican presidential contender Mitt Romney gets his way
and a billion-dollar tax break for
the industry is allowed to expire.
It’s become a contentious
issue in the campaign, and it’s at
the center of the battle between
President Barack Obama and
Romney over federal investment
in renewable energy at a time of
government budget deficits. The
stakes are heightened by the fact
that crucial swing states in the
election are among the nation’s
leaders in wind power jobs.
Navigant Consulting, in a
study for the American Wind
Energy Association, estimated that the loss of the tax credit
could cost 37,000 jobs throughout the wind energy-supply
chain in the United States. That’s
nearly half the jobs in the
industry.
Layoffs already have begun.
Wind turbine giant Siemens
announced that it was eliminating 600 jobs in Iowa, Kansas and
Florida. Vestas Wind Systems
reduced its Colorado workforce
by 500 jobs this month.

BEIRUT — Fighting
appeared to have returned
to its former pace Monday
on the final day of Syria’s
four-day holiday cease-fire,
underscoring the difficulties of finding a negotiated
end to the country’s civil
war.
Anti-government activists who’d reported a drop
in violence Friday, when the
cease-fire began, said Monday that shelling, clashes
and airstrikes had resumed
their previous intensity, and
they claimed that government forces had launched
the heaviest airstrikes in the
capital, Damascus, since
fighting began there three
months ago.
The four-day cease-fire,
proposed by the United
Nations special envoy to
Syria, coincided with the
Muslim holiday of Eid
al-Adha. The Syrian government had agreed to the
cease-fire with conditions,
along with some of the rebel
groups that are fighting the
government, while other
rebel groups rejected the
idea outright.
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why sandy didn’t slam jmu
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Registration frustration

Pedestrian, bike
paths to connect
students, community
By Eric Graves
The Breeze

The city is planning two paths to
connect all parts of Harrisonburg,
and JMU is caught in the middle.
The Northend Greenway, a $1.3
million project to build a 2.5 mile
long path through Harrisonburg, will
extend north from the Farmers Market downtown to Virginia Mennonite
Retirement Community off Route 42.
The project anticipates breaking
ground in late 2013 and finishing in
early 2014, connecting 10 to 20 percent of the city’s residents.
So far, the committees have fundraised more than $75,000, Suzi Carter,
outreach and development coordinator for the project, said. They’ve
received two grants, one from MillionMile Greenway a conservation
organization based out of Georgia,
and another from the Chesapeake
Bay Foundation, an organization
dedicated to preserving the Chesapeake Bay.
Carter added that a $600,000 grant
from the Harrisonburg City Council
was also approved and donated.
The paved path will be about 10 feet
wide and mostly level, according to
Carter.
“It will allow for healthy innercity transportation and recreation,”
Carter said. “It’s a path, a park and
a prototype.”
The Bluestone Trail is a similar
project that Harrisonburg Public
Works is developing. According to
Carter, this path is to start at Starbucks on Port Republic near the
JMU entrance and extend through
the southernmost part of the city and
Rumblewood Fields.
“As it sits right now, JMU is basically a gap in between Bluestone Trail
and the Farmers Market,” Carter said.
“JMU has a exciting opportunity to
connect the north and south greenways that will allow students to get off
campus and residents to get downtown safely.”
City Councilman Charles Chenault
said JMU students are a part of the
community and are vital to Harrsonburg’s growth.
“One of the primary reasons for
these projects is to allow students to
get off campus and into the city without their cars,” Chenault said. “We
plan on meeting with President Alger
soon to hopefully work out something
with the university.”
Chenault said the greenway will
give students the opportunity to
explore more of the city.
“We’re trying to get JMU to connect
the two halves of the city,” Chenault
said. “That way students can get off
campus and local residents can get on.”
The project will also connect several
city parks and throughout Harrisonburg. There will also be “buffers” on
both sides of the path for plants, benches, picnic tables and streams.
“This project sounds pretty awesome,” said Samuel Bor, sophomore
IdLS major. “The path will be a great
way to encourage environmentally
friendly initiatives and promote healthy
exercise. Getting down some of the
main roads is pretty difficult with the
heavy traffic, so this will help people get
out and meet each other.”
Chenault said the amount of traffic
is an issue that prevents some students
from riding their bikes toward downtown. He hopes the Greenway will
provide a safe, alternative route.
“We have parents afraid to let their
children ride their bikes to school,”
Chenault said. “These trails will allow
students from every grade level to
travel around safely. Plus, with more
people on their bikes, the amount of
traffic will be cut down. This will make
it safer for everyone.”
Carter said five volunteer committees and an advisory board are
planning the Northend Greenway.
It’s a community project that’s been
endorsed by more than 100 non-profit
businesses and schools, including Harrisonburg Downtown Renaissance, the
Harrisonburg City Council and Downtown Dining Alliance.
Alexis Fenton, a freshman business
management major, thinks the path
will further interaction among the Harrisonburg community.
“I think people will start visiting the
local shops more, since it would be
easier to get to.” Fenton said. “It will
also be good for students to get out
into the community, meet new people
and gain an appreciation for the area.”
contact Eric Graves at
gravesem@dukes.jmu.edu.
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From left: Megan O’Neill, a sophomore Enligh major; Melissa Griffin, a sophomore IdLS major; Heather Butterworth, a junior SMAD major; Dalia Obeid, a
sophomore biology major; log into MyMadison to find which classes they want to take for next semester and put them in the enrollment shopping carts.

Sandy delays spring class sign-ups to today; doctoral, graduate students still registered Monday
By IJ Chan
The Breeze

Sandy may have given students a longawaited break, but she also postponed their
registration appointments.
Students received an email Sunday
night notifying them that classes scheduled for Monday were canceled because of
inclement weather and that registration for
the spring semester was postponed until
today. Registration was supposed to begin
Monday.
The new registration dates start today and
run through Nov. 11, according to Kurt Johnson, associate registrar.
JMU made the decision to push back registration because of the possibility of power
outages caused by the storm, according to
Bill Wyatt, public affairs manager.
“We didn’t know how reliable people’s
electricity or access to electricity was going
to be,” Wyatt said. “So rather than have some
people miss their appointments, we thought

if we pushed it back a couple days, it just
made more sense.”
Wyatt said the delay won’t affect the availability or scheduling of classes for students.
Registration priority hasn’t been changed,
either. Seniors, for example, will still receive
first priority in registration.
But graduate and doctoral students had
access to the system on Monday, according
to Johnson. Registration, Johnson said, was
only shut down to undergraduates to ensure
graduate and doctoral students enrollment.
“We shut it down to prevent undergraduates from registering Monday through
Wednesday — the original first three scheduled days of appointments, as the university
was closed and it was unclear at that time as
to when it might reopen,” Johnson said. “We
did not want registration occurring with no
one at work and available to assist if students
had questions.”
Daniel Aste, a sophomore international
affairs and French double major said he was
pushed back two days in registration, but

isn’t worried about it.
“I love registering for classes, scheduling
and planning,” Aste said. “Just knowing that
I’m going to have to wait a couple of days is a
little frustrating. [Registering] makes me feel
like I’m advancing — I get to check things off
my list of requirements.”
Aste added said he has his schedule
already selected on MyMadison but may
have to rearrange it if they fill up.
“I just have so many courses that I need
to take,” Aste said. “It wouldn’t be crushing
to me if I didn’t get into one class because I
know I have to take another one anyway —
it’s just a question of when I get to it.”
But Sarah Weisburger, a senior math major,
said that she’s thankful for the postponement.
“I actually forgot the day I was supposed
to do it — I didn’t have my classes figured
out anyways,” She said. “So it helped to have
a couple more days to choose my classes.”
contact IJ Chan at
breezenews@gmail.com.

Car crash leaves 1 teenager dead
Speed determined one factor in crash; police still investigating other causes
A car crash Tuesday afternoon in
Rockingham County left one teenager dead and another in critical
condition, according to First Sgt.
Frank Pyanoe of state police.
Around 12:45 p.m., a 17-year-old
girl from Dayton was driving east
on Coopers Mountain Road when
she lost control of the car, ran off the
right side of the road and crashed
into a tree on the passenger side,

totaling the car, Pyanoe said. Police
won’t release the name of the driver because she’s a minor.
Passenger Jackson Reel, 16, was
pronounced dead at the scene.
The driver was taken to Rockingham Memorial Hospital and was
later transported to the University
of Virginia Medical Center.
Both the driver and Jackson were
wearing a seatbelt.

State police are investigating
the crash, but they say speed was a
cause. Although former Hurricane
Sandy had hit the East Coast by that
time, weather wasn’t a factor, and
the road was dry, Pyanoe said. He
added that there were no signs of
drug or alcohol use.
— staff report

in brief
Washington

D.C. area recovers from
Sandy devastation
The Washington D.C. area has
started to recollect itself after being
shut down as a result of former
Hurricane Sandy, according to The
Washington Post.
Officials say that flooding from
nearby waterways such as Rock Creek
and the Anacostia and Potomac Rivers may cause a safety hazard to
residents.
Floodwaters from the region could
carry an estimated 240 million gallons of raw sewerage and could flow
into these already heavily polluted
rivers, especially during a high tide.
Officials warned residents to
avoid contact with contaminated
water, since discharge from toilets,
dishwashers, garbage disposals and
washing machines will be washed
down by 4 to 10 inches of rain.
richmond

Obama, Romney neckand-neck in Virginia

War of the words

Brian Prescott / The breeze

Students faced off in “Spelling Wars” Tuesday night in Grafton-Stovall Theater. The spelling bee, sponsored
by JMU Mortar Board, was a fundraiser to support Second Home, an after-school care center. Money raised will
also help buy books and shelves for children in Harrisonburg.

New poll results released by Quinnipiac University, the New York
Times and CBS news revealed that
the presidential race in Virginia is a
virtual dead heat, according to the
Richmond Times-Dispatch.
The poll, which surveyed 1,074 people from Oct. 23 to 28, says President
Barack Obama leads his Republican
challenger Gov. Mitt Romney by two
points, at 49 percent to 47 percent.
Obama’s two-percent lead falls within the poll’s margin-of-error.
Both candidates are currently
fighting for Virginia’s 13 electoral
college votes.
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sandy | ‘It’s very surreal’
from front

major and native of Newtown
Square, Penn., said his hometown had significant damage,
but what affected him most
was in his family’s vacation
spot in Long Beach Island, N.J.
Hill said the status of
his family’s beach home is
still unknown at this point,
because police aren’t allowing
people back into their homes
until Friday.
Frequent visitors of Long
Beach Island such as Hill
were also dealt a sentimental
blow with the loss of the Long
Beach Island Causeway Shack,
a major landmark for the area,
to Hurricane Sandy.
“It’s kind of like our Las
Vegas sign,” Hill said. “This is
LBI, welcome.”
The LBI Shack was a popular destination for Hill and his
friends as they grew up. News
of the damage spread quickly
through a picture taken of the

remains.
Hill said the shack had previously survived many storms
in its near 100 years of existence, including the infamous
Storm of ’62, which is ranked
as one of the ten deadliest
storms of the 20th century and
one of the worst to ravage the
Mid-Atlantic states.
“It’s very surreal,” Hill said.
“We heard about Irene and Isabel when they came around,
but this one actually hit us.”
Senior psychology major
Katie Vila experienced similar
effects with her beach house
in Ocean City, N.J. Her onestory bungalow was caught in
one of the most concentrated areas of the storm’s surge,
as Sandy made landfall in
southern New Jersey, which
is unusually high up the shore
for hurricanes.
“We found out there was
four feet of water in the house,”
Vila said. “We’ve never had
anything like this happen.”

Monkeying around

Vila said that the house was
located in between the ocean
shore and a marsh, so it was
an easy target for the heavy
floods that rushed in. Her
father told her a day before
the hurricane hit that it could
be a potentially major problem. Her parents went in to
clean out any valuables that
were in the house, knowing
that it might not make it.
Hurricane Sandy “was
pretty on point with what [her
parents] expecting,” Vila said.
The small house had been
in their family since her
grandparents, so it was difficult to accept its destruction.
She said her family may be
forced to sell the property if
it is too expensive to rebuild.
“I was upset, but not as
much as my parents,” she
said. “My mom is devastated.”
Contact Dylan Garner
and Molli Ferrarello at
breezecopy@gmail.com.

becky sullivan / The breeze

Dressing up in costumes for Halloween isn’t just for kids. A “gorilla” chased after a
“banana” on the Quad Wednesday to celebrate the holiday.
Many students, faculty and staff showed their Halloween spirit on campus and off.

react | ‘It was a harmless thing’
from front

hundreds of students dancing,
climbing streetlights, perching on basketball hoops, and
chanting “JMU!”
Erik Wennerstrum, a freshman accounting and finance
double major, was at the Village
at the time of the gathering.
“People were just dancing
and going nuts — it was madness,” he said. “That was so
cool, that was like, school spirit right there — everyone was
in their JMU stuff just like, fist
pumping.”
Wennerstrum said that

“People were just
dancing and going
nuts — it was madness
... everyone was in
their JMU stuff, just
like, fist pumping.”
Erik Wennerstrum
freshman accounting and
finance double major

he thinks that the gathering
had a positive effect on his
schoolwork.

“This school, you know we
don’t have three day weekends it sucks, it’s just constant
school,” he said. “That Monday
was the most productive day I
had so far — I did everything I
needed to do.”
Drew Poleto, a freshman
biology major, agreed.
“Honestly, I think it was a
harmless thing,” Poleto said.
“The semester’s winding down,
people have to pick their classes — people just released all
their stress.
According to Lee Shifflett,
JMU police chief, no property was damaged during the
gatherings.
“It was just students blowing off steam,” Shifflett said.
“They were excited to get a
day off.”
A photoshopped version
Sunday night’s email said
classes were canceled Tuesday and was out to multiple
people. Facebook and Twitter also helped spread the
rumors.
There was also a rumored
email from Residence Life to
RAs saying school was going
to be canceled Tuesday.
Hugh Brown, associate
director of Residence Life,
hadn’t heard of any such
rumor. He said all Residence
Life staff are notified about
closings and delays the same
way all students, faculty and
staff are and that there’s no
separate notification for Hall
Directors or RAs.
Yesterday, another email
was sent out to students, saying that this Saturday, Nov. 3
was selected as the official
makeup day for classes that
cancelled on Monday.
The email said that faculty
have the option to use Saturday and hold class, or find
an alternative meeting time.
They also have the option to
hold class online, or just use
the remaining scheduled
time in the semester to cover
material from missed classes.
Contact IJ Chan
and Alision Parker at
breezenews@gmail.com.
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J.E. STONE | guest columnist

Not just the
bigger picture

CONVERSATION CORNER
What do you think about the administration’s
decision not to cancel class on Tuesday?
TRICIA CRANCE

@CAITLYN328

function.

I think they did the right thing.
With classes already more than
half over we don’t have time to be
making up work because people
want a day off. Thanksgiving
break will be here soon enough
then everyone will get a nice
week to refocus and be ready for
exams.

I kind of expected it, considering
the weather on Monday.
However, pretending classes were
cancelled wasn’t funny.

COLIN BOWIE

LAUREN PITEK
I think it was fine that we
had classes. Though I know
that people that had family
in New York and New Jersey
(my roommate) tried to keep
in contact with their family
throughout the day, we did not
need the day off. With a massive
tragedy like this, the number of
students from affected states
and welcoming environment at
JMU, I think we have a very good
environment in which to comfort
each other in their times of need.
@NICK_LEAKE
Good on JMU not canceling class
Tuesday. Didn’t buy into the hype
a second time.

MACKIE MCCUE
As a student from the Jersey
Shore, I found it extremely
difficult to concentrate in my
classes on Tuesday. I was much
more concerned about keeping
in touch with my friends and
family at home and making
sure they were okay. A town not
even five miles from my house
was completely destroyed in the
storm, and my town experienced
substantial flooding, electrical
fires, a total blackout, and
significant damage from fallen
trees and debris. While there
may have not been any kind
of substantial damage here in
Harrisonburg, my head and
my heart were at home, as I’m
sure was the case for many of
the Jersey students. I wish the
administration had taken these
types of concerns into account,
and not just whether or not the
university was physically able to

Voters encouraged not to ignore local elections

JMU made the responsible
decision, even though a half
dozen rumors and excerpts
from supposed faculty and
administration emails canceling
class swirled around Facebook
and Twitter, while snowflakes
didn’t outside. An email from
JMU stating that classes were
going to be held would have been
helpful to my sleep and my liver.
@ROURKESE
Students should be concerned
about the devastation of
Hurricane Sandy rather than
complaining about already paid
for classes.
KAITLYN GARDNER
Despite the freezing
temperatures, the weather was
completely fine. There was no
reason classes should have
been canceled and Tricia is
right, we don’t need more stuff
to be making up this late in the
semester.

>> Join the conversation!
“Like” us on Facebook and
follow us on Twitter.

So much of today’s headline news
concerns the federal elections – not
only the presidential race, but also
the contests for Senate and House
of Representatives seats. And of
course those are important.
In some ways, however, the
races at the lower end of the ballot
– your local elections – are even
more critical, as they will have an
immediate impact on life in your
community. The local school board
race is a case in point.
For too many years, school
boards have paid more attention
to form than to function, spending
most of their time on facilities and
Human Resource policies, with
not much left over for schooling’s
primary activity — learning. In fact,
a doctoral student studying board
minutes in Tennessee found that
school boards are spending just six
percent of their time on student
achievement.
By getting up to speed on your
candidates and their platforms,
you can learn who sees the same
challenges in our schools that
you do, find out what they plan
to do about it, and support them
accordingly.
Because the fact is, although
we do face tremendous challenges
in public education, it is possible
for schools to excel with the right
leadership. In fact, some schools are
already doing an exceptional job,
boasting student proficiency rates
of , , or even  percentage
points over their peers in schools
that are comparable in terms of
poverty rates.
At the Education Consumers

Foundation, we see these
differences everyday. In fact, we
have published state-by-state
charts that plot third grade reading
proficiency rates against poverty
rates. While there is a recognized
correlation between poverty and
student achievement, one does
not determine the other: There
are countless examples of schools
with high poverty rates and
high proficiency rates as well as
significant numbers of schools with
low poverty rates and low levels of
proficiency.
We need school board members
who recognize that our schools
face challenges but who also
understand that those challenges
can be overcome—a fact that is
demonstrated by many schools in
every state. However, even the most
informed and dedicated candidates
cannot become a decision-maker
without your support and your vote.
Your schools will have the kind of
leadership that you elect.
So take the time to learn about
your school board candidates and
other local office-seekers. These
races may have just as much impact
on your life (and those of your
children) as the national races,
and you can have much greater
influence over them if you get
involved.
Dr. J.E. Stone is president
of the Education Consumers
Foundation. He is currently
researching teacher training’s
impact on teacher effectiveness in
Tennessee.

JESSICA WILLIAMS | in plain English

Sandy highlights issue
of climate change

Candidates become vocal about environmental issues in the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, showcase opposing views
The argument against global
warming is a shaky one these
days, especially considering the
amount of supporting evidence
flooding lower Manhattan. Thus,
after months of talking about job
creation
and the
economy,
the election
has been
forced to
confront
the subject
of climate
change once
again—and
it seems like President Barack
Obama is coming out on top.
According to a Huffington Post
article, “In an interview several
months ago, President Barack
Obama said that, if reelected, he
wanted to take on the challenge
of climate change more directly.
Mitt Romney and other mocked
him for what they regarded as
his (literally) head-in-the-clouds
goal.”
Now, as the eastern United
States faces the aftermath of
Hurricane Sandy, Obama doesn’t
seem to have his “head-inthe-clouds” at all. Citizens are
questioning whether we want a
president that will continue to
ignore the environment or one
that will try and prevent storms
like these from happening again.
Meanwhile, Romney’s mocking
attitude about environmental
concerns, including his speech
at the RNC where he laughingly
said, “President Obama promised
to slow the rise of the oceans and
to heal the planet. My promise is
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to help you and your family,” is
now coming back to haunt him.
Against a powerful hurricane
and rising sea levels, the
republican’s stubborn turnthe-other-cheek approach to
environmental concerns isn’t a
charming one.
Yes, Romney’s environmental
platform works well for the
economy: it creates jobs by
expending more natural
resources for energy. In any case,
it costs less to ignore something
than it does to take care of it:
“[Romney’s] energy platform is
… popular and, in the short term,
expedient. We need cheap energy
now, and we need jobs now and
one generally helps the other. In a
period of slow recovery, it makes
sense,” Howard Fineman of the
Huffington Post explains.
Still, we need to figure
out what our priorities are.
Should we continue pushing
environmental protection to
the curb in exchange for cheap
energy or do we need to start
taking action?
The ethical answer comes in
the form of the pictures now
scattered across the Internet of
the destruction in New Jersey
and flooding in New York,
people huddled in rescue boats
and entire cities launched into
darkness by power outages.
“Scientists don’t need fancy
computer modeling to know
that the biggest problem seen
during Hurricane Sandy will
become worse in the future:
storm surge. The ocean is rising
relentlessly, and scientists say
this is a direct consequence of

global warming,” according to
Justin Gillis of The New York
Times.
If we continue on our current
path, things are going to get
worse. Perhaps in an ideal
world, we might all have jobs
and the housing market will be
back on track and everyone will
have enough money in their
pockets to buy a beach house.
But, what happens if another
hurricane comes? Goodbye,
beach house. It’s not going to
matter that everyone has jobs
and that the housing market is
back on track.
I hate to do it, but shall
we think back to that shortlived  blockbuster, “The
Day After Tomorrow?” Jake
Gyllenhaal and Emmy Rossum
stare out the window of a
rescue helicopter, surveying the
devastation in New York, which
is now completely covered with
snow that reaches miles high.
It’s a haunting image, but is
increasingly believable with
each year that passes.
It’s fun to joke about Al
Gore saving the whales and
that global warming is just the
Titanic’s revenge on the iceberg,
but at the end of the day it is
causing real damage. Hurricane
Sandy has taught us an
important lesson—and, with the
election a mere five days away,
perhaps it was just in time.
Jessica Williams is a junior
English and writing, rhetoric
and technical communication
double major. Contact Jessica
at willi3jd@dukes.jmu.edu.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.

PATS

DARTS

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

A “you-can’t-always-get-whatyou-want” dart to the group that
wouldn’t leave our reserved group study
room even when asked politely.
From an annoyed COB  student
who has four tests this upcoming week
and needed to study with her group.
A “wish-you-the-best” pat to
our James Madison reenactor who is
graduating Dec. .
From an appreciative senior who has
admired your work for the past three
years.
A “why-did-you-do-that?” dart
to the clueless cashier at Dukes who
refused to use my last punch and used
my dining instead.
From a senior who knows how to
count the number of punches she has
left and thought that the days of punch
restrictions were behind us.
A “hurricane-relief-angels-arereal” pat to the lifesaving girl who
used her FLEX to buy me Festival on
Monday.
From an upperclassman who was
having a rough day and couldn’t
believe after all these lessons learned at
JMU he could still forget his JAC card.
A “you’re-the-one-that-I-want”
pat to Hurricane Sandy for canceling
my seven hour day of classes.
From a struggling student who
needed the rest.
A “what-what-what-are-youdoing?” dart to the girl wearing short
shorts and flip-flops in the freezing rain
on Monday.
From a girl whose mom taught her to
bundle up.
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An “I-think-you-owe-our-newpresident-an-apology” dart to the
young Dukes who participated
in the Sunday night class-cancellation
rager in the Village.
From a senior Duke who knows
this university is filled with respectful
men and women who know there is an
appropriate time, place and way to have
a good time.
A “the-force-is-not-with-you” dart
to George Lucas for selling Lucasfilm to
Disney for $ billion.
From a Jedi who thought you of all
people would be able to resist the dark
side.
A “boo-to-you-too” pat to the ICS
bus driver with the adorable Casper-like
ghost decoration on the dashboard.
From a rider who enjoyed your
Halloween spirit and warm smile
on a frigid day.
An “everybody’s-workin’-for-theweekend” pat to all JMU students and
faculty.
From an exhausted junior who
knows we’re all just counting the days
until Thanksgiving Break.
A “give-me-A3-or-give-me death”
dart to Game Stop for canceling the
Assassin’s Creed midnight launch.
From a longtime series fan who had
to wait an extra ten hours just because
of a little hurricane.
A “keep-truckin” pat to the dude
who wrote Grateful Dead on the back
of our car.
From two sugar magnolias who like
your style.

“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason
and humanity over error and oppression.”
— james madison, 
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SAVE $150 WITH NO DEPOSIT
OR ADMINISTRATION FEE
limited time only. rates, fees, deadlines and utilities included are subject to change.

close to campus + pet friendly + now leasing for fall 2013

APPLY ONLINE TODAY @ SOUTHVIEWJM.COM
540.432.0600 • 1070 LOIS LANE

Facebook.com/shopvalleymall

Life

Need a life? write for us.
Email breezearts@gmail.com.
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It’s a trap!
What Disney’s newest purchase means
for the future of the galaxy far, far away
By Greer Drummond
The Breeze

photo illustration by sean cassidy / the breeze

Help us Mickey Mouse-Kenobi,
you’re our only hope.
By now the entire galaxy has
heard the announcement from far,
far away: Disney bought Lucasfilm
Ltd. for $4.05 billion. What does this
mean for the franchise currently
aligned with the dark side after the
much loathed “Episodes I-III”?
Disney released a statement
Tuesday stating that Kathleen
Kennedy, current co-chairman of
Lucasfilm, will become president
of Lucasfilm and serve as executive
producer on new “Star Wars” films.
George Lucas will serve as creative
consultant for the new films, the
first of which is slated for 2015.
Please Ms. Kennedy, for the sake
of all Star Wars fans over the age of
13, don’t listen to his suggestions.
All “Episodes I-III” did was dumb
down of the greatest villain/heroes
of film history, Darth Vader, into a
whiny, obnoxious Jedi Knight. We
were introduced to the most annoying alien on the big screen, Jar Jar
Binks, and subjected to cringe-worthy metaphors about sand and love.
And the midi-chlorians.
Film franchises have suffered
before from lackluster follow-ups,
but I’ve never sat through three
sequel/prequels that continuously
“out-sucked” the one before it. Now
I’m supposed to believe that of all
people Disney can redeem “Star
Wars”.
Disney execs, in the words of
Emperor Palpatine, “Your overconfidence is your weakness.”
Yes, you will attract millions of
new padawans with your flashy 3-D
movies and more advertising than

other Disney-owned mega-franchises “The Avengers” and “Pirates
of the Caribbean” combined. You
will make millions upon billions at
the box office, but the heart of the
old school “Star Wars” fan base is
broken and it isn’t even your fault.
As a kid, I made my own X-Wing
out of a laundry basket, a computer keyboard and two containers of
LEGOs. I have the Rebel Alliance
symbol tattooed on my back and
quote Yoda daily. But, you won’t
find me in line for “Episodes VII-IX”.
I was devastated three times
in the early 2000s by crappy CGI
effects, unbearable scripts and
horrendous acting by humans and
droids alike. The only way to heal
my mostly-machine heart is to religiously watch the original trilogy.
Personally, I don’t give a Nerf
herder’s ass about any more “Star
Wars” films. What I’m looking forward to are more Star Wars themed
rides at Disney parks.
Swing through the trees with the
Ewoks on Endor at Animal Kingdom, fly the Millennium Falcon
through an asteroid field (bonus
points if you get two TIE-Fighters to
collide) at Epcot, or save Han Solo
from the gangster Jabba the Hut in
his lair at Downtown Disney. Take
around Tatooine with teenage Luke
in his T-16. You gotta learn to bulldoze womp rats at some point, kids.
If Disney has any chance
of redeeming Star Wars franchise, it’s at the theme parks.
This Rebel has been seduced by
the dark side of the box office
too many times to care what gets
thrown up on screen next time.
Contact Greer Drummond
at breezearts@gmail.com.

Club
sports
score
with
service
Director dishes on play

q&A

By Kelsey nunn
The Breeze

From cigar smoke to sex, the
heat of Mainstage show ‘Anna
in the Tropics’ is steaming.
The work follows the lives of
Cuban immigrants working in
a cigar factory in Ybor City, FL,
in 1929. A visiting lector reads
‘Anna Karenina’ to the workers
and their lives start to mirror
the novel. Ricky Martinez, the
current artistic director of
New Theatre, directs the JMU
production.
Why did you chose to
direct this play and what
does it represent to you?

The play is simply mesmerizing. It’s
Cuban characters, how they live,
what their stories, truth and love
are about vibrate strongly within
me. I wasn’t part of the selection
committee for JMU/Forbes Center
on this work, I was simply invited to
be a guest director on it.

There are a few intimate
scenes in the play, were
those hard to direct? If

by “intimate” you mean sexually
charged or of a high risk content,
then yes, there are scenes in the
play where the heat factor is high.
We get to voyeuristically watch
these characters undress the
complexities of their relationships,
and a little skin is shown too.

Was there anything
about the play that was
challenging to direct or
navigate through? There are

always challenges when directing
and for me there were many:
New space to direct in, new set
of actors whom I’d never seen on
stage before or worked with, new
set of collaborators/designers to
share a vision with. But the greatest
challenge is fine tuning everyone
involved on to the one vision for
our production..

Were you surprised
how the actor’s reacted
to their character’s
dilemmas? I simply try to

observe, scan, try and find out
where actors are basing their
intentions from. I’ve got to be like
a birdwatcher — be very quiet,
very patient, until they reveal
themselves to me. I was delighted
by the maturity of the cast, but of
course there were moments that
they were like, “Duh, what’s
see q&a, page 8

Lauren gordon / the breeze

Junior Cassie Stergar and graduate student Megan Flosdorf make final plans for Saturday’s Fall in Love with Harrisonburg, a
community service event that will take place at 10 different local locations including the Massanutten Regional Library.
By Bridget Condon
The Breeze

While most club sports only meet
to compete against each other, this
Saturday more than 100 students will
work together at Fall in Love with
Harrisonburg.
The community service event will
allow JMU sports club members to
both give back to the community as
well as get to meet other students.
The JMU sport club program has
more than 40 teams ranging from
wrestling to archery. The student run
clubs compete locally and regionally
and usually do a significant amount
of fundraising to support away game
trips.
Fall in Love with Harrisonburg is an

opportunity for members to complete
three of the five mandatory community service hours needed to participate
in the sport. Students will meet on the
UREC lower turf on Saturday morning
to find their assigned location.
The organizations involved in the
event include Booksavers of Virginia where students will be sorting and
assisting with holiday decoration set
up and doing yard work.
At the Harrisonburg Health and
Rehabilitation Center on Reservoir
St. students will be playing Bingo
with residents and at the Massanutten Regional Library students will
be helping with this weekend’s book
sale.
Students filled out a survey to rank
their top five choices of organizations

to work with.
“We are looking to promote collaboration within the community,” said
Megan Flosdorf a graduate assistant
who works for UREC Club programs.
Other locations where students will
be cleaning, vacuuming, doing yard
work and picking up trash include
Mercy House, Volunteer Farm, Mr.
Bob’s House, Generations Crossing,
Harrisonburg/Rockingham Daycare
and Purcell Park.
“I am excited to work with other
people on club sports teams because
we are all such a large part of UREC
family,” said Karly Lynch, a senior
biology major on the club swimming
team. “It’s important to give back to
see UREC, page 8
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Q&A | Realistic set, fake cigars
from page 7

happening here?” Not because
they weren’t intelligent but
because they are not familiar
with Cuban eccentricities or
traditions, so they had to do a
lot more research.

Did your team strive
for a realistic set and
costume design, or
more abstract? Our set

designer, Richard Finkelstein,
understood immediately that
our set had to be a mixture of
realism and expressionism so
that the heightened language
of the play could be unleashed.
Our costume designer, Pam

Johnson, anchored the poetry
in the realistic fashions of the
time so our eyes wouldn’t
question our journey through.

Anna in the Tropics

When putting
everything together
(lighting, scene
design, costumes and
actors), did anything
change or need to
be reworked so the
play as a whole was
cohesive? Little things

 2 p.m. Saturday
 $11 with JACard

always are tweaked while
being in process, I think the
biggest obstacle we had to
accomplish was not being
able to smoke on stage. We
are doing a show about a cigar
factory and we’ve got a scene

 Mainstage Theater
 8 p.m. tonight

and tomorrow

in which the full cast smokes,
yet no smoke is allowed on
stage. How did we diffuse this?
Well, the sets tobacco-like
texture help compensate while
the lighting enriched it. Our
prop master, Shane Drehere,
also created a cigar for us that
gives off the illusion of smoke
without it being real smoke.
CONTACT Kelsey Nunn at
nunnkm@dukes.jmu.edu.

UREC | Two months of planning
from page 7

Harrisonburg because they do
so much for us.”
The event will kick off on the
lower turf where students will
break into teams and be given
instructions for and directions
to their assigned location. The
organizers will make sure everyone meets up with their driver.
The planning process has
been in progress for about two
months with postings on Facebook as well as advertisement at
club sports president meetings.

Cassie Stergar, a junior computer science and engineering
major and secretary of Sports
Club Council, worked behind
the scenes with Flosdorf in
order to put this event together.
They did a lot of reaching out to
organizations and correlating to
find a time for everyone to work
together.
Flosdorf and Stergar picked
out about  locations from a
community research website
then narrowed them down to 
based on how which ones could
accept large number of student

volunteers.
Katie O’Brien, a junior math
and secondary education major
on the club swimming team,
said, “It’s a great way to meet
new people from other clubs
while doing something beneficial to the community.”
The event will take place rain
or shine this Saturday from 
a.m. to : p.m. It is only open
to current club sports students.
CONTACT Bridget
Condon at condonbj@
dukes.jmu.edu.

Community comeback
NBC announces February return, slate of new shows
Los Angeles Times

NBC unveiled Tuesday
its midseason schedule and
it looks like school starts
Feb.  with the return of
“Community.”
After postponing the comedy’s Oct.  return, the network
is returning it to its old Thursday haunt at  p.m. It will find
a laughing buddy in “Parks and
Recreation,” which will move

up an hour, to : p.m., starting Jan.  to fill the gap left
by “Up All Night” (the show is
going on hiatus as it revamps
itself from a single-camera
comedy to a multi-cam).
From belly laughs to belting songs, “Smash” will return
Feb.  at  p.m. Meanwhile,
freshman drama “Deception”
(formerly “Infamous) about a
detective who goes undercover in a wealthy family to solve

a murder, will take its bow Jan.
. And New White House-set
family comedy “ Penn”
will debut Jan. .
For the unscripted devotees,
the Eva Longoria-produced
dating series “Ready for Love”
comes March  and the fourth
cycle of “The Voice,” featuring
new substitute judges Shakira
and Usher, will kick off March
. Oh, and then there’s the
return of Betty White.

Sports

Follow us.
Updates from JMU’s football game in Maine @thebreezesports.

Editors Chase Kiddy & Wayne Epps Jr. Email breezesports@gmail.com

chase kiddy

fanatic and proud

An absence
of diehards
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football

‘Beat them at their home’

Apathy mysteriously
growing on Saturdays
among students
Is there a kegger somewhere?
JMU had three home football
games in the month of October, and
I’ve never quite seen fans leave games
early as they have in the
last 31 days.
Granted,
the
miraculous
Justin Thorpe comeback
against
Towson University on
Oct. 6 was
watched well
enough. But William & Mary? From
my perch in the press box, I witnessed
droves of student fans leaving a tie
game at the end of regulation. People
are saying “thanks, but no thanks” to
free football. That is concerning.
Perhaps it was just an aberration.
Surely students would stick around
for a Homecoming game featuring a brand new starting freshman
quarterback?
Naturally, the end result was different than what I expected. The
stadium was half-empty by the third
quarter, when the Dukes were up as
much as 14 points, yet Georgia State
nearly ran out of Bridgeforth Stadium
with a win. Part of the reason for the
comeback? JMU’s normally ferocious
home-field noise was quiet enough
to pass for Sunday mass with Father
O’Leary.
What is going on? Why have people suddenly lost interest in watching
the end of tightly contested games? Is
something else going on that is distracting students from the boys of fall?
I repeat : Is there a kegger
somewhere?
In fairness to you deserters, last
Saturday was cold and rainy, and it
featured an offensive performance
that wafted back and forth between
offensively challenged and atrociously hard to watch.
On the other hand, screw fairness.
I refuse to leave any home football
game until a blowout is secured by at
least 35 points. Otherwise, cancel my
dentist appointment and bring me a
jacket because I’m like the U.S. Postal Service. I’ll be in the stands rain or
shine, sleet or hail.
That’s the type of attitude JMU fans
seem to be missing this year, that toHell-with-it-if-I-catch-a-cold attitude.
I’m not the only avid football fan in
Harrisonburg, yet I’ve talked to dozens of alumni who all wonder the
same thing. Where did all the diehards go?
Possible answer: it’s the new ticket
system.
I don’t want to sound like an old
man here, but back in my day, getting a football ticket required some
advanced planning skills. Tickets
went up for grabs on the Monday
12 days before a football game, and
when they ran out of seats, better luck
next time. Maybe instead of doing
something futile like “paying attention in your 8 a.m.” you should have
been on your laptop reserving yourself a seat at the Homecoming game.
The result was a palpable desire
to snag football tickets on Mondays
and a total feeling of being let down
if you were too slow on the draw. That
showed on game days, as students
were ready to be loud for a full three
and a half hours. They were emotionally invested in their tickets and the
planning required to obtain them.
Instead, I now watch freshmen run
to the library half an hour before kickoff to print off a ticket. It’s maddening
and it’s got to stop, even if it potentially means reserving the student
section for the diehards and partitioning the apathetic into the end zone.
I can’t make people care about
JMU football. As much as I’d like,
this strongly-worded letter will likely fall on deaf ears, and people will
leave the Nov. 17 Old Dominion University game early (if they show up at
all). The athletic department is likely
at a loss too, quietly shuffling papers
and whispering as to how they can
keep this new breed of student in the
stands through the fourth quarter.
Should they drop money from the sky
like Georgia State does? Would that
even work? Probably not.
Maybe they should consider throwing a kegger at halftime.
Contact Chase Kiddy at
breezesports@gmail.com
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Runningback Jauan Latney takes a handoff from quarterback Michael Birdsong during Wednesday’s practice. Latney typically plays a reserve role, but
he may see increased time on the field this Saturday because of injuries to starter Dae’Quan Scott. He has averaged 3.9 yards per carry this season.

Dukes look to improve sputtering offense when they defend CAA title hopes at Maine
“The reason it’s not doom
and gloom is just our level
of expectation is so high,
we expect to be better.”

By Tony Schaffner and
Wayne Epps jr.
The Breeze

After an eventful week at home, the No. 10
Dukes (6-2, 4-1) will try to improve on their
recent offensive struggles this Saturday at
unranked University of Maine (3-5, 2-3).
At the beginning of last week, head coach
Mickey Matthews named true freshman
quarterback Michael Birdsong the starter,
replacing redshirt junior Justin Thorpe, who
was the starter on-and-off since 2009.
But in Birdsong’s first collegiate start last
Saturday, the Dukes continued to have problems on offense. They beat last-place Georgia
State by just one touchdown, 28-21.
“Young, that’s the best way to describe it,”
Matthews said of Birdsong’s play. “He did
some good things, we could have helped him
more. We had some drops — we were sputtering on offense.”
Birdsong went 11-for-23 passing for 119
yards, one touchdown and an interception in

Mickey Matthews

Head Coach, JMU Football

his starting debut. He will remain the starter
going forward.
Aside from the drops, the Dukes failed to
get a first down on six of their 14 total drives
in the game. They rank sixth out of 11 teams
in the Colonial Athletic Association in total
offense, averaging 411 yards per game.
The offense may suffer another hit this
week as starting tailback redshirt junior
Dae’Quan Scott is doubtful to play due to
a shoulder injury suffered against Georgia
State. Scott, who rushed for a season-high 130

yards and two touchdowns last week, has also
not fully recovered from a high ankle sprain
sustained against Alcorn State on Sept. 8.
Despite the offensive struggles, the team
maintains a high morale. The Dukes were a
playoff team last season and are in position
to reach the playoffs again this season so they
have high goals.
Should JMU wins this week, they will have
the seven wins to qualify them for an at-large
bid into the Football Championship Subdivision playoffs. `
“The reason it’s not doom and gloom is just
our level of expectation is so high,” Matthews
said. “We expect to be better.”
Birdsong will be tested again against the
Black Bears, as they have the third best pass
defense in the CAA. They also have one of
the best defensive players in the CAA, senior
linebacker Donte Dennis. Dennis has 72 tackles this season, fourth best in the conference.
“He does that magic thing that all great
see FOOTBALL, page 10

Postseason play

Dukes prepare for CAA championships
Field hockey, men’s soccer and volleyball teams end regular seasons and prepare for tournaments
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Sophomore Rachel Palumbo (left), senior Paul Wyatt (center) and junior Katie Daorai (right) will all play signifcant parts in leading their teams through CAA tournament play.

By Wayne Epps jr.
The Breeze

Three JMU fall sports teams are gearing up for Colonial Athletic Association
tournaments.
Field hockey is the fourth seed in
their tournament beginning Friday.
Volleyball and men’s soccer still have
games to play before they find out
where they stand heading into their
tournaments.
Women’s cross country has already
had their conference championship,
finishing second overall in the tournament last Saturday.
These teams will face a tough road
with formidable opponents as they
close out their seasons and begin postseason play.

Field Hockey

The fourth seed Dukes will take on
sixth seed Hofstra Friday in their first
game of the CAA tournament in Philadelphia. JMU is coming off of a 3-2
overtime win at Delaware on Oct. 26.
JMU defeated Hofstra 1-0 in their
only matchup of the season on Sept.
30 at home. If the Dukes beat Hofstra,
they will advance to play second seed
Northeastern University on Saturday.
In the team’s lone game against Northeastern on Sep. 28 at home, they lost
3-2 in overtime.
If the Dukes advance, they will play
in the championship game Sunday at
3:00 p.m, also in Philadelphia.

Men’s Soccer

After another strong showing in
conference this season and a win over

No. 1 North Carolina, the Dukes have
locked up a third seed heading into the
tournament. They have a 6-1-2 CAA
record with one game remaining in
the regular season at first-place Drexel
University on Friday.
Drexel is 7-1-1 in the CAA. The
Dukes are on a three game winning
streak, defeating George Mason, William & Mary and Georgia State. They
tied with Delaware prior to that and
have not lost since a 1-0 defeat at second place Northeastern on Oct. 6.
The conference tournament
will begin Monday at a site to be
determined.

Volleyball

The team is on the bubble to make it
into the CAA tournament. They are currently in fifth place in the conference

with a 4-5 record, including a 3-0 win
over third-place Delaware on Oct. 12.
They are 11-13 overall.
Hofstra University and the University of North Carolina Wilmington
are both sitting one game behind the
Dukes at 3-6 for the last spot in the
tournament. JMU plays George Mason,
Northeastern, and Hofstra to close out
the season. George Mason is in eighth
place in the conference while Northeastern is in second place.
It remains to be seen how the seeding for the tournament will shake out
as the teams in second through sixth
place are all separated by one game
apiece. The tournament will start
Nov. 16 at a site to be determined.
Contact Wayne Epps Jr. at
breezesports@gmail.com
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Football | JMU in second place
from page 9

defensive players [can do],”
Matthews said. “He’s like Stephon [Robertson] for us. He
can run—he can run [and]
make plays.”
Maine has a strong offense
led by junior quarterback Marcus Wasilewski, owner of the
third best passing yard average
in the CAA with 227 yards per
game. He is also second in total
passing yards, pass attempts
and pass completions.
Wasilewski is the most prolific
passing quarterback that the
Dukes have played this season.
“Their quarterback’s pretty
good, they got a good receiving
corps, so we got to stick with
them,” said redshirt senior cornerback Ryan Smith.
That receiving corps includes
senior wide receiver Maurice
McDonald, who averages over
six receptions per game, third
best in the CAA. If the Dukes
want to contain Wasilewski and McDonald, they will
have to take advantage of all

NEW RATES
STARTING AT

$475

Nôrth 38
540.908.2812
NORTH38APTS.COM

1190 Meridian Circle
Harrisonburg, VA

opportunities to intercept the
ball. Wasilewski has already
thrown eight interceptions this
season.
JMU has suffered from several dropped interceptions in
the last two games, including a
critical drop early in the fourth
quarter against Georgia State
that would have prevented the
first of two late touchdowns.
“We just need to catch the
ball. In the Richmond game we
had our hands on four or five
of them and we dropped them
all,” Matthews said. “We’ve got
to have enough confidence to
make an interception.”
JMU will take memories of a
close overtime loss to Maine last
season into this season’s game.
The Dukes played the Black
Bears at home last year on Oct.
8. Maine escaped with a 25-24
win after converting a two-point
conversion in overtime to give
the then No. 8 Dukes their first
conference loss.
Last season’s loss to the Black
Bears is still a sore subject for
the Dukes.

“All losses are [sore wounds],”
said redshirt senior guard Earl
Watford. “That was a big game
last year, and we want to go up
there and beat them at their
home.”
As the season winds down,
it’s more important than ever
for the Dukes to win their last
three games. They are in second
in the CAA and have a legitimate shot to tie or overtake 5-1
New Hampshire, who JMU does
not play, and win the conference championship.
“It’s almost like a threeweek season right now for the
top six teams,” Matthews said.
“Because, a lot of us play each
other and there’s some real
tough games going on here for
everyone involved.”
T h e D u k e s w i l l k i c koff at 3:30 p.m. Saturday at
Harold Alfond Sports Stadium and the game will be
televised on Comcast SportsNet.
Contact Tony Schaffner
and Wayne Epps Jr. at
breezesports@gmail.com.
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Classifieds

Cleaning person for
downtown business location, 6-12 hours per week.
49 hour. 3 references. Call
540-810-3631.
Specialist-School
Program. Works in school
providing counseling services
to children with emotional or
behavioral issues. Bachelor’s
required, Master’s preferred.
Contact Crossroads Counseling Center, Therapeutic Day
Treatment. 540-801-0885.
jmiller@csv-inc.com
Caregivers needed to
supervise groups of little
dancers during their concert
rehearsal week in Wilson
Hall Auditorium, May 20-24.
Must be able to work all dates
and times, 2-3 hours per day
between the hours of 3:458:45 pm Mon-Thurs of week
specified and 6-10 pm Sat.
May 25, 2-6 pm Sun, May
26. References required. Call
540-810-3631.
Dance academy now
interviewing for parttime dance instructors for
fall 2012-spring 2014. Must
have car and be willing to
stay through May 2014. Numerous dance forms taught.
Experience preferred. Call
540-810-3631.
Hand-person wanted
for various off jobs and
gardening. Must have own
transportation. $9 hour.
References please. Call
540-810-3631.

Serving Harrisonburg Since 1972

Maddy Wagon: fun/adventurous driver for a purple
shuttle van, no experience
necessary! We train. Clean
driving record, 23 years old+
required. fri/sat 9p-2a, sat
afternoons possible. Hourly
plus tips. ride@maddywagon.
com

(540) 434-1285

Lunch & Dinner Buffet

EVERY DAY

All you can eat Chinese & Sushi
First Chinese Restaurant in Harrisonburg

10% Off

293 Campbell Street,
available June 1-13. 4 bedrooms, Argon windows,
washer/dryer. Call 540-2711952 or 433-6047.

JMU Students

Professional Grade
Apartment. Large fully furnished, modern, 1 bedroom,
cable TV, internet, washer/
dryer. $700 plus electric. No
students. Available January 1,
2013. 1-540-432-1989.

Student ID Required
No Coupon Necessary
Expires 11/31/12

Buy One Adult Buffet

Get one 1/2 Price

Two student friendly
houses for rent for 20132014 academic year. Close to
campus. One year lease. Call
810-3631 for details.

Lunch or Dinner

One Coupon per Party
DINE IN ONLY
Coupon Must be Present
Not valid with any other offer

Expires 11/31/12
1005 E. Market St., Harrisonburg, VA, 22801

www.GoldenChinaHarrisonburg.com
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